Sermon Notes – Sunday 27th September
‘Love Divine all loves excelling’
· When you think of the word "love," what is the first image, memory, or definition that comes to your mind?
· If you are familiar with the hymn Love Divine, All Loves Excelling, is there a particular line or phrase that has always stood out to you? Why?
Part 1: Divine Love Invades Our Reality
Read Together: Ephesians 3:17-19 and the 1st stanza of the hymn.
· Wesley writes about asking God to "fix in us thy humble dwelling." How does it feel to realize that God doesn't wait for us to "clean up our act" before He moves into our lives?
· In the sermon, we used the illustration of an architect moving into a broken-down house to rebuild it from the inside out. In what ways have you experienced Jesus "renovating" an area of your life that felt messy or broken?
· Ephesians 3:19 talks about knowing a love that "surpasses knowledge." How can we practically experience a love that our human minds can't fully comprehend?
Part 2: Divine Love Establishes Deep Peace
Read Together: 2 Corinthians 3:18 and the 2nd stanza of the hymn.
· Wesley uses the phrase "our bent to sinning." What do you think he means by a "bent"? What are some common "bents" (like worry, control, or comparison) that people struggle with today?
· The sermon compared Christ’s love to an anchor dropped during a violent storm. An anchor doesn't stop the storm, but it stabilizes the ship. How does resting in God's love give us peace even when our external circumstances haven't changed?
· What does it look like in daily life to let Christ be our "Alpha and Omega"—the beginning and the end of our choices, anxieties, and relationships?
Part 3: Divine Love Achieves Final Perfection
Read Together: review 2 Corinthians 3:18 and the final stanza of the hymn.
· Paul writes that we are being transformed "from glory into glory." This implies that growth is a slow, lifelong process rather than an overnight shift. Why do you think God chooses to change us gradually rather than all at once?
· Think about the diamond illustration (where the master cutter slowly polishes away the cloudiness of a rough stone). Can you look back at a difficult season in your life and see how God used it to "polish" your character or strengthen your faith?
· The hymn ends with us being "lost in wonder, love, and praise." When was the last time you felt truly lost in wonder at who God is? How can we cultivate that sense of awe in our busy, everyday routines?
Moving to Application
· If you were to pick one phrase from this hymn to meditate on or pray through this coming week, which one would it be?
· How can our small group support or pray for each other this week in the specific areas where we are currently feeling "tossed by the storm" or undergoing "renovation"?


Sermon Notes  –   Sunday  27 th   September   ‘ Love Divine all loves excelling ’      When you think of the word "love," what is the first image, memory,  or definition that   comes to your mind?      If you are familiar with the hymn  Love Divine, All Loves Excelling , is  there a particular line or phrase that has always stood out to you?  Why?   Part 1: Divine Love Invades Our Reality   Read Together:   Ephesians 3:17 - 19 and the 1st stanza of the hymn.      Wesley writes about asking God to  "fix in us thy humble dwelling."   How does it feel to realize that God doesn't wait for us to "clean up  our   act" before He moves into our lives?      In the sermon, we used the illustration of an architect moving into a  broken - down house to rebuild it from the inside out. In what ways  have you experienced Jesus "renovating" an area of your life that  felt messy or broken?      Ephesians 3:19 talks about knowing a love that "surpasses  knowledge." How can we practically experience a love that our  human minds can't fully comprehend?   Part 2: Divine Love Establishes Deep Peace   Read Together:   2 Corinthians 3:18 and the 2nd stanz a of the hymn.      Wesley uses the phrase  "our bent to sinning."   What do you think he  means by a "bent"? What are some common "bents" (like worry,  control, or comparison) that people struggle with today?      The sermon compared Christ’s love to an anchor dropped during a  violent storm. An anchor doesn't stop the storm, but it stabilizes the  ship. How does resting in God's love give us peace even when our  external circumstances haven't changed?      What does it look like in daily life to let Christ be our "Alpha and  Ome ga" — the beginning and the end of our choices, anxieties, and  relationships?   Part 3: Divine Love Achieves Final Perfection   Read Together:   review 2 Corinthians 3:18 and the final stanza of the  hymn.      Paul writes that we are being transformed  "from glory into glory."   This implies that growth is a slow, lifelong process rather than an  overnight shift. Why do you think God chooses to change us  gradually rather than all at once?      Think about the diamond illustration (where the master cutter slowly  polishes away the   cloudiness of a rough stone). Can you look back  at a difficult season in your life and see how God used it to "polish"  your character or strengthen your faith?      The hymn ends with us being  "lost in wonder, love, and praise."   When was the last time you felt truly lost in wonder at who God is?  How can we cultivate that sense of awe in our busy, everyday  routines?   Moving to Application      If you were to pick one phrase from this hymn to meditate on or  pray through this coming week, which one would it be?      How can  our small group support or pray for each other this week in  the specific areas where we are currently feeling "tossed by the  storm" or undergoing "renovation"?    

