Sermon Notes – Sunday 20th September
Lessons from the Life of Hannah
‘The Stature of Waiting’
Share an occasion recently when you have had to wait. 
· How did you feel about waiting? Are there things in your life you are waiting for at this point in time? How do you approach that experience of waiting – with peace, joy, frustration or restlessness?
Read the story of Hannah 1 Samuel 1:1-18
Purpose. What impacts you about this story?
Notice how Hannah’s prayers shifted from wanting a son for her own comfort/status to wanting a son for God’s greater Kingdom purpose. 
· How can we tell the difference between praying for our immediate comfort versus praying for God’s larger purpose in a tough situation?
Hannah had a rival, Peninah, who actively mocked her empty hands during her years of waiting. Today our ‘Peninah’ may not be a person  - it might be scrolling through social media or comparing our families to others.
· How do we guard our hearts against comparison when we are waiting for a breakthrough that others already seem to have?
Peace. 1 Samuel 1:18 says Hannah’s face was no longer downcast before she was actually pregnant. She found peace while her hands were still empty. Outwardly nothing had changed but inwardly something had taken place.
· Have you ever experienced a moment where God gave you true peace about a situation before the problem was actually resolved? What did that feel like?
Preparation. Sometimes God delays an answer because he is preparing something deeper in us. 
· If you look back over a past season of waiting can you identify that deeper work that God was doing? What spiritual muscle or character trait did God form in you during that season of delay?
Because Hannah grew in spiritual stature during her wait, she had the maturity to eventually release Samuel into his divine destiny, part of God’s plan to change the whole nation.
· How can the senior generations in our church model ‘godly waiting’ for the younger generations who are growing up in a world of instant gratification?
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