Exodus 14:5-30
Ice Breaker: What's a time you picked the safe, familiar option over a risky one? How did it turn out?
Getting into the text
1. Read Exodus 14:5-30 together. Notice the four different reactions to this event: Pharaoh's, the Israelites', Moses', and God's. What does each expect to happen?
2. Look closer at the Israelites' complaint in vv10-12. Why does the Israelites fear make sense from where they are standing?
Digging deeper
3. Their complaint reveals a narrative: "the certainty of a known bad situation is safer than the risk of trusting an unproven God." Where do you recognise that same logic today?
4. Paul later describes this exact crossing as Israel being "baptised into Moses" in the sea (1 Corinthians 10:1-2), and in Romans 6 he describes Christian baptism the same way: going down into death and coming up into new life. How does seeing the Red Sea this way change how you think about what happens in baptism?
Application
5. What's the story you're most tempted to trust for a good life? (e.g career, a relationship, staying in control, being right, comfort?) How does this passage push back on it?
6. Is there a specific step—not just a belief, but an action—that God seems to be asking of you this week?
Prayer
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