Life Group Notes - Sunday 21st June 2026
Genesis 45:1-14 and 50:19-20
Joseph and his Family
1. What things have made you who you are as a person? What role has been played by your family, where you grew up, your working life, and particular experiences? How has your faith shaped who you are as a member of God’s family?
2. A record of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham (Matthew 1:1). Why does the New Testament start by recording Jesus’ genealogy?  Why is it so important?
3. If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed (or offspring or family) and heirs according to the promise (Galatians 3:29). What was the promise made to Abraham? (See Genesis 12:2-3) How does the New Testament understand the ultimate fulfilment of that promise? (See 1 John 2:25)
4. God never speaks directly to Joseph as He did to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. God blesses him in Potiphar’s house and in prison but Joseph also experiences deep suffering. What does his life teach us about God’s work in our lives?
5. Why do you think that Joseph did not immediately reveal himself to his brothers when they came to Egypt? What was he trying to achieve instead of just personal revenge? 
6. What was it about Judah’s willingness to be a substitute for Benjamin that broke Joseph’s heart? (See Genesis 44:32 – 45:3)
7. The story of Joseph and his brothers is a profound account of forgiveness and reconciliation within a fractured family. Why is it significant that these themes are so prominent in the first book of the Bible?
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