Sermon Notes – Sunday 10th May 2026                                                         ‘Lessons from the life of Joseph – When obedience is costly’
Read Genesis 39. Moving away from the glitzy portrayal of the events of Joseph’s life as seen in the popular musical, try to imagine the reality of what had just happened to this young man and the impact it must have had on him – everything foreign – language, culture, customs, religions, food. How do you think he must have felt?
Have you ever been in an environment where you felt ‘out of sorts’, uncomfortable and in a strange and different place? What was it like?
· V1-6 What do we learn about God and his care for Joseph?
· Have there been occasions when we have been in a dark or challenging place and either felt God was distant/silent or knew His presence with you? Share your story.
· Have you ever felt tempted to give up on God and walk away from faith or give into wrong thoughts because of disappointment with God?
· Temptation tries to reason with us to make compromise acceptable. What excuses might we make to justify giving into temptation (e.g. ‘I’m only human’ or ‘No one will know’ or ‘What harm can it do?’).
· V6b-20 Joseph finds himself in a ‘catch 22’. If he does what is required of him (as an obedient slave), he is sinning against God, but if he refuses, he risks at least imprisonment and at worst execution. What guides Joseph’s thinking as he struggles with this dilemma? Prov14:27
· Joseph had a heightened sensitivity to the fact that God sees us, even if no one else does and that he is accountable before God for his actions v9. How might the ‘fear of the Lord’ (Proverbs 9:10) help us resist temptation? What does Paul suggest (1 Corinthians 10:13)?
· V20 – 23. Reflect on contemporary examples of those who have suffered injustice by being wrongly imprisoned and if that was you, how would you feel?
· What is Joseph’s attitude to his new situation and where is God in it? 
Pray for one another, for those struggling with temptation and those feeling they have been unfairly treated and thank God that in every circumstance of life God is with us and watching over us.
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