Sunday 22nd March 2026 Mark 13 – Signs of the Times
1. The disciples were impressed by the size and grandeur of the Temple in Jerusalem. How do you feel about outwardly impressive churches and cathedrals?
2. The destruction of the Temple would have been understood by the disciples as a terrible act of God’s judgement. How do we respond to the idea of God bringing judgement and punishment on a people or nation? What about the defeat and destruction of Nazi Germany in the Second World War?
3. Jesus warned of false messiahs or prophets. How would you recognise a false prophet who claimed to speak as a Christian?
4. Even when faced with very difficult circumstances such as persecution, Jesus said we need to ‘stand firm to the end’. What things might help you to stand firm in difficult times? 
5. What might you do to help those Christians who live in countries where they face serious persecution? Have you thought of joining the mailing list of organisations like Open Doors that supports the persecuted church?
6. Jesus’ warning about the future fall of Jerusalem led to Christians fleeing the city before the Romans arrived. Have you had an experience of God warning you or guiding you about a future danger of some kind?
7. How do you respond to the teaching about Jesus’ future return in power and glory? Do you find that easy to believe or does it raise questions in your mind given 2000 years have passed? What may help answer those questions (see 2 Peter 3:8-9)?
8. Jesus continually repeats in this chapter the need to ‘Watch out’, ‘Be on your guard’, ‘Be alert’, ‘Watch!’ and ‘If he comes suddenly, do not let him find you sleeping’.  What does it mean to ‘be alert’ or to ‘be asleep’ in this context? How might we put these exhortations into practice? How might your life group help?
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