Life Group Notes   Sunday 1 March
“On the road to the cross : seeing clearly”  Mark 10 : 32 – 45
Jesus tackles the problem of spiritual blindness among the disciples.  In what ways are we vulnerable and how can such blindness be avoided and corrected?
Seeing clearly : the importance of the Passion  (Mark 10 : 32 – 34)
· Mark describes the disciples as “Astonished and afraid on their way to Jerusalem – what emotions does the Passion evoke in us?
· Jesus predicts insult (v34)  How does this occur today?
· In what way is the Passion important to you?
· What does the Passion teach us about the nature of God?
· Discuss ways that are helpful to prepare for Holy Week, Good Friday and Easter Day
Seeing clearly : the cost of discipleship  (Mark 10 : 35 – 41)
· Jesus speaks of “baptism” to illustrate an experience of hardship, sorrow and grief.  What is / are your experiences of costly discipleship?
· What impact did it have on you?
· (Read Psalm 69 : 1 – 3)  How would you respond to someone feeling like the psalmist?
· How do we understand the words of Dietrich Bonhoeffer “When Christ calls a man (or woman) He bids him come and die”?
Seeing clearly : true greatness  (Mark 10 : 42 – 44)
· How do we identify “lording it over others” today?  (See v42)
· What examples of people who are servants have inspired you?
· What does it mean in practice to be servants of the Servant King?
Seeing clearly : the wonder of Calvary 
· (Read Ephesians 1 : 3 – 8)  What impacts you from this passage? 
· How important is redemption in our understanding of Holy Week and Good Friday? – in your own words describe what redemption means
· How should the cross impact our living, our hope and our relationship with God and other people?
· What songs and hymns related to Calvary are meaningful to you?
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