Life Group Notes - Sunday 15th February
Mark 9:30-37
1. As a group suggest up to ten words to describe Jesus – can you think of an actual example in the Gospels of each characteristic or quality? Are some of them ones any of you have not recognised before?
2. At the time of Jesus, the Jews had no conception that an individual might be raised from the dead (to an eternal life) in the present time. Some believed there would be a ‘general resurrection’ at the end of history (see John 11:23-24). Does this help explain why the disciples did not understand what Jesus was saying to them about ‘rising again’ (9:32)? Why do you think they were afraid to ask him about his death and rising again?
3. Peter had already confessed that Jesus was the Messiah (Mark 8:29) but he could not cope with Jesus saying he would suffer and die (Mark 8:31:32). How do you understand Peter’s (and other disciples’) image of the Messiah at this stage in the story? What false expectations might we have of Jesus?
4. The disciples argued about which of them was the greatest (Mark 9:34). What do you think they imagined was involved in being the greatest? What role might they have envisaged for themselves in Jesus’ coming kingdom? (See Mark 10:35-37).
5. Jesus explains that greatness lies in service to others (Mark 9:35). This may be a familiar idea to us as Christians, but what hinders us in living that way? Can we desire to be seen as a servant by others more than we in fact desire to serve them?
6. Why does Jesus use as an example of service that of welcoming children (Mark 9:36-37)? What do you think it means to welcome them ‘in Jesus’ name’? In what ways is this more than being nice to them?
7. Jesus came to serve and to lay down his life for others (see Mark 10:45 and 8:34). What are we doing to follow his example?
