Study Notes, John 1:35-51
1. Ice Breaker: What has your experience of evangelism been?
2. Trace the sequence of relationships in the passage (John → Andrew → Simon; Jesus → Philip; Philip → Nathanael).
What do you notice about how people come to Jesus?
3. What do Andrew and Philip say when they speak to others about Jesus?
What is significant about how simple and relational their words are?
4. How does Nathanael respond at first, and what changes his mind? What does this show us about Jesus’ role versus the disciples’ role in someone coming to faith?
5. Jesus shows that he knows Nathanael before Nathanael fully knows him (vv. 47–48). What does this teach us about how Jesus sees us? How might that be both comforting and unsettling?
6. In verse 46 Philip says, “Come and see.” How is this different from trying to win an argument? What does this suggest about the nature of Christian evangelism?
7. How do Jesus’ words about “heaven opened” (vv. 50–51) connect with the hope of Revelation 21:1–5 and the good news we have to share?
8. If “what you win people with is what you win people to,” what are people likely to be drawn to through our church life?
9. Who might be one step behind you in faith, and what could a simple “come and see” invitation look like this week?
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