Sermon Notes Sunday 11th January – A vision for the Church
‘All Involved’

Read 1 Corinthians 12: 12-30 This passage speaks of being part of the body of Christ. Imagine a human body, what part would you be and why?
As we consider the purpose for the Church we see Paul describe the people of God as interconnected members of one body. Paul mentions a number of practical consequences of this picture such as mutual dependence (v14-20), unity (v25), and sympathy with one another (v26). 
· Why do we need one another in the body of Christ? How is this need expressed in practice?
· What does this picture reveal about how the different parts of the body contribute their gifts to enable the body to fully function? How can you apply that to the members of your life group (identify the gifts/skills/abilities you see in one another).
· What are the consequences for the health of the church if parts of the body are not contributing their gifts? Give examples.
Consider the story of Nehemiah and read Nehemiah 2:17,18. 
This records the response of the people to Nehemiah’s call in 445 BC to return to Jerusalem to rebuild its walls. What motivates God’s people to get involved in the work? 
· The first of our core values is ‘All Involved’. How might we encourage one another to take our place and serve Jesus in the building of His Kingdom, shoulder to shoulder, side by side, brick by brick?
The people worked ‘with all their heart’ (4:6) despite opposition, threats , mockery and ridicule. The temptation to give up (4:10) and pursue a quiet life must have been very real for the people of God then, as it is for us now. 
· Do you feel discouraged in your service of the Lord? What keeps you going?
‘Rubble’ in our work (4:10) can take many forms: procrastination, discouragement, fear, unbelief, sinful habits or just plain dislike for a job. 
· What rubble do you need to clear away so that you can get on with the task God has given you in this New Year?
· To what extent was Jesus ‘All Involved’ in becoming the Saviour of the World and where do we see our place of involvement in the life of the church? Pray for one another in the areas in which you serve.
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