2 Timothy 2:1-13

1. Paul uses three images—a soldier, an athlete, and a farmer—to describe what it looks like to endure in the Christian life. Which of these images speaks most strongly to you personally, and why?

2. What are some things that make it hard to keep following Jesus in your current season of life? Do you more often feel opposition (like persecution), or distraction?

Read 2 Timothy 2:1–13
3. In verse 1, Paul tells Timothy to “be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.” What do you think it means to be strong in grace, rather than in our own strength?

4. Look at verses 8–13. What do these verses tell us about the reasons we can keep going in the Christian life? What truths about Jesus and the gospel does Paul want Timothy—and us—to remember?

5. How do the examples of the soldier, athlete, and farmer each show us different aspects of grace-fueled endurance? What unique qualities do they each highlight?

6. In verses 11–13, Paul quotes a “trustworthy saying” that includes both promises and warnings. How do these verses balance encouragement and seriousness? What does it mean for God to be faithful even when we are faithless?

7. Where in your life do you need the grace of Christ to help you endure right now? What would it look like to “keep going” in that area this week?

8. How can our group help each other stay strong in grace, especially when life is hard or faith feels costly?
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