Sermon Notes on Daniel 3 – Faith in the fire.

Read Daniel 3:1-15 
1. What different types of pressure do Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego face in this story (vv.1–15)? How do the cultural and religious pressures of Babylon mirror pressures Christians face in our world today?

Read Daniel 3:16-18
2. What do their words to the king reveal about their view of God and of obedience? What do they say about whether God will deliver them—and what does that teach us?

3. Where do you most feel the pressure to conform—to blend in, stay silent, or bow to cultural 'gods'? How might courage look in that context?

4. Why is it so tempting to serve God only if we believe He’ll deliver us from hard situations? What does it look like to obey even when the outcome is uncertain or painful?

Read Daniel 3:24–25
5. What is the significance of the “fourth man” walking in the fire? How is this a picture of Jesus?

Read 1 Peter 1:6–7 and Isaiah 43:1–2
6. What do these passages say about God's purpose in suffering and His presence in it? How might they shape our perspective when we walk through our own “furnaces”?

7. How does knowing that Jesus went into the ultimate furnace for us (at the cross) change the way we see our own suffering today?

8. What might it look like this week to live with the same courageous obedience as Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego—not seeking comfort or compromise, but seeking to honour God above all else?
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