Sermon Notes – Sunday 2nd July
God’s abundant grace

Read 1 Timothy 1:12-17. Timothy was a young man chosen by Paul to accompany him on his mission. The letter is written to him while Timothy was in Ephesus, where Paul has asked him to stay, to appoint elders and overseers in the church, and to stand up against those who were teaching things that were wrong. In verses 12-17 Paul wants to encourage Timothy using his own testimony, and of how God’s grace has been poured out upon him abundantly (1:14). 

· What stands out to you in these verses?
· Based on this passage, how would you describe Paul before and after becoming a follower of Jesus?
· V13-15. Why does Paul’s conversion give hope to others, even those who may feel that God will never accept them? 
· V14. Take a moment to think about your own journey of faith. How can you see the abundant grace of our God in your life? How has your journey been the same/different from Paul’s?
· V16. How might the grace of God be on ‘display’ in our lives? How can this be an example to people who do not yet have faith in Christ?
· Look at V12. What encouragement can we take from this verse, at times when we feel overwhelmed or unequipped?
· What can you thank (v12) or praise (v17) God for today, in light of this passage?

Pray that we might all experience the love and grace of God afresh, and that we might effectively witness to those around us by the example of our lives. Perhaps there are people who come to mind who you might like to pray will come to faith.
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