Sermon study notes Sunday 28th November 
Luke 21:25 - 36 Waiting & Hope

Icebreaker:
How early and in what ways do you start to prepare for the Christmas Season?

Scripture Reading: 
Luke 21:25 – 36 or if time allows read the whole of Chapter 21

Discussion Questions:
1) In the lead up to Christmas, we can often find ourselves so busy with preparations that for some, we struggle to find the time to reflect on what the incarnation means to us, so as we begin discussions, share what Advent means to you?
2) From the list of OT characters who have ‘waited’, who do you identify with the most? (Abraham & Sarah, Joseph, The People of Israel, Job, The Prophets, David, Daniel, Jesus) feel free to add someone not mentioned.
3) How do you feel about the signs of the end times?
4) For those who feel comfortable, perhaps share times of when it has been the end of your inner world.
5) Have you had the opportunity to be bringers of HOPE to others who have found their world has fallen apart?
6) Why is it difficult during hard times to see that ‘Spring is just around the corner?’
7) Jesus tells us not to be distracted or weighed down by the anxieties of life (v34), how do we ‘wait’ well in expectation of the new life that is to come?

Pray together:
During this season of waiting, it is not a preparation for the ‘end’ but a preparation for GLORY, REDEMPTION and a fulfilment of HOPE.  Take some time to pray for each other, particularly for those who have shared when their world has crashed around them.
Pray too for those you have supported (Q5), that the little piece of God’s Kingdom that you have shown to them is watered by the Holy Spirit and that they will know God’s deep peace and love.
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