Youth Report
2025 was another exciting year for youth ministry at Holy Trinity.
In terms of our weekly programme, Grid — our younger youth group — meets every Sunday morning, and Energize, for older youth, meets every other Sunday. After Hours follows the Encounter service, and Youth Life Group, open to all secondary-aged young people, meets on Tuesday evenings with socials planned regularly alongside it.
We also made our usual trips — to Gaines Manor in March, joined by some of the youth group from St Catherine's, Gloucester, and in August to Satellites Youth Festival, where young people and leaders from St Catherine's and the South Cheltenham team also joined us — a wonderful expression of cross-church youth ministry.
On outreach, It's Your Move is a session Sam has delivered in primary schools for a number of years, working with Year 6 pupils as they prepare for the transition to secondary school. This year it reached nine schools across Tewkesbury and the surrounding area, in collaboration with the Baptist church.
A diocesan grant enabled us to temporarily increase Sam's hours, which made it possible to put on Youth Alpha, the CAP Money Course, and a little bit more schools work. Alongside this, we ran two seasons of watching the TV series about the life of Jesus, The Chosen with the young people, with meals and discussion; a Parenting Teens Course; and have been developing a Parent Connect programme.
There have been a number of socials throughout the year — including Spotty Dog Art socials, a safari supper, and roller skating (I think!). In collaboration with Sarah, our Children's and Families Worker, Sam also held a Thank You Celebration Meal for all our Youth and Children's volunteers — a first, and a real success.
Finally, although it falls outside this reporting period, you will be aware that that Sam stood down from the Youth Pastor post in February, having served our young people faithfully for almost thirteen years. The core youth team have stepped up admirably and are currently leading the Sunday and Tuesday programmes between them. Sam has also kindly agreed to take the lead on Satellites this Summer. The post has been advertised, and we are hopeful of having someone in place by September.
We are deeply grateful to Sam for almost thirteen years of dedicated ministry among our young people, and to the whole team for their dedication and commitment.
