Holy Trinity APCM - Eco Church Team Report
Throughout 2025, we continued working towards the Arocha Eco Church Silver award. We completed all the questions in the survey and were able to achieve the necessary points to achieve the Silver Award. We submitted our survey response in April 2026 and it has been approved and the certificate and badge issued to the Church. 
 We have been encouraged by the addition of several new people onto the Eco Church team and would like to thank them for their enthusiasm and energy. 
In the last year we have achieved an impressive 31% reduction in our carbon footprint as a result of the major project in the Church Halls. The air-to-air heat pumps were installed at the beginning of the year, the electric heating in the kitchen and toilets were installed in the summer, and the cavity wall insulation is now in place.
We have continued our work in the church garden, encouraging both people and wildlife to visit and enjoy the tranquillity. It has been encouraging to see a variety of butterflies and other insects in addition to the birds and hedgehogs that visit regularly.
A recent survey of the congregation showed a large proportion of church members have made significant changes to their lifestyle in order to embrace eco church values. Many people also took part in the National Big Garden Bird watch in January, the Big Plastic count in March, and locally in the Big Tewkesbury Clean-up.
We would like to thank the PCC for agreeing to make a financial contribution to Arocha. The PCC has also supported us having two ‘Green Sundays’ each year - one in spring and the other at harvest. At the Green Sunday in April we gave presentations on the Church garden, the idea for a Library of Things, and how church members can get involved in Citizen Science.
Although we have now achieved the Silver Award, the church needs to demonstrate an ongoing commitment to eco church principles and ideas. Showing that we are communicating regularly and consistently with the congregation is an important part of that commitment. We will continue every week with a new ‘eco church idea’ in the mailchimp. This is a practical hint or tip on how people can live a more sustainable and environmentally friendly lifestyle. It encourages every one of us to make realistic changes to our lifestyle which will help us live healthier lives and to spend and consume less. Through this and other activities we will honour our Creator and care for His creation. 
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