Immeasurably More
Unity

The Letter to the Ephesians

Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all
we ask or imagine...



As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2in which you
used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of
the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are
disobedient. 3 All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the
cravings of our flesh and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest,
we were by nature deserving of wrath. 4 But because of his great love for
us, God, who is rich in mercy, > made us alive with Christ even when we
were dead in transgressions — it is by grace you have been saved.



® And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly
realms in Christ Jesus, 7in order that in the coming ages he might show
the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in
Christ Jesus. 8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith — and
this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God — 2 hot by works, so that
no one can boast. 19 For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus
to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.




11 Therefore, remember that formerly you who are Gentiles by birth and
called ‘uncircumcised’ by those who call themselves ‘the circumcision’
(which is done in the body by human hands) — 12 remember that at that
time you were separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel
and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without hope and
without God in the world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were
far away have been brought near by the blood of Christ.



14 For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one and has
destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, 1> by setting aside in
his flesh the law with its commands and regulations. His purpose was to
create in himself one new humanity out of the two, thus making peace,
16 and in one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by
which he put to death their hostility. ¥ He came and preached peace to
you who were far away and peace to those who were near. 8 For through
him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit.



19 Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow
citizens with God’s people and also members of his household, 2° built on
the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as
the chief cornerstone. 2t In him the whole building is joined together and
rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. 22 And in him you too are being
built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.
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The Foundation for Unity (2:1-10)

The Result of Unity (2:11-18)



The Jew had an immense contempt for the Gentile. The Gentiles, said the
Jews, were created by God to be fuel for the fires of hell. God, they said,
loves only Israel of all the nations that he had made ... It was not even
lawful to render help to a Gentile mother in her hour of sorest need, for
that would simply be to bring another Gentile into the world. Until Christ
came, the Gentiles were an object of contempt to the Jews. The barrier
between them was absolute. If a Jewish boy married a Gentile girl, or if a
Jewish girl married a Gentile boy, the funeral of that Jewish boy or girl
was carried out. Such contact with a Gentile was the equivalent of death.

William Barclay



What is good news to this particular people group?
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What people groups can you identify in Tewkesbury?
What are the needs/challenges/desires of that group?

How is the Gospel good news to that people group?
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The Foundation for Unity (2:1-10)
The Result of Unity (2:11-18)

The Beauty of Unity (2:19-22)
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The Beauty of Unity (2:19-22)

a. Citizens of God’s Kingdom
b. Members of God’s Family
c. Part of God’s Temple
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But the Christians, O King, have found the truth. Falsehood is not found among
them; and they love one another, and from widows they do not turn away their
esteem; and they deliver the orphan from him who treats him harshly. And he,
who has, gives to him who has not, without boasting. And when they see a
stranger, they take him in to their homes and rejoice over him as a very
brother; for they do not call them brethren after the flesh, but brethren after
the spirit and in God. And if there is among them any that is poor and needy,
and if they have no spare food, they fast two or three days in order to supply to
the needy their lack of food. They observe the precepts of their Messiah with
much care, living justly and soberly as the Lord their God commanded them.
For great indeed, and wonderful is their way of life to him who will search into
it and reflect upon it. And verily, this is a new people, and there is something
divine in the midst of them.

Aristides the Philosopher — 125 AD
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